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The City of Alba Iulia
 
Alba Iulia is one of the most important historical sites of Romania.
The city was an important Dacian political, economic and social centre named Apulon, mentioned by the 
ancient Greek geographer Ptolemy. After the southern part of Dacia became a province of the Roman 
Empire, the capital of the Dacia Apulensis district was established here, and the city was known as Apulum. 
It was one of the largest centres in Roman Dacia and the seat of Legion XIII Gemina.

Alba Iulia became the capital of the Principality of Transylvania in 1541, a status held until 1690. It was 
during the reign of Prince Gabriel Bethlen that the city reached a peak in its cultural history, with the 
establishment of an academy. Further important milestones in the city’s development include the 
creation of the Batthyanaeum Library in the 18th century, and the advent of the railway in the 19th 
century.

In 1918, tens of thousands of Romanians and representatives of the Transylvanian Saxons and other 
minority groups gathered in Alba Iulia on December 1st, now commemorated as the Union Day in 
Romania, to hear the proclamation of the unification of Transylvania with the Kingdom of Romania. 
Ever since, our city has been known as The City of the Unification or The Soul Capital of all Romanians.



Landmarks:

The Roman Catholic Cathedral
Built in the 13th century, the Roman Catholic Cathedral is considered to be an important monument of early Transylvanian medieval 
architecture. It harmoniously combines Gothic and Roman style elements.
The Reunification Cathedral
The Reunification Cathedral of Alba Iulia was built during 1921-1923 based on a project designed by architect D. G. Ştefănescu in 
collaboration with the engineer T. Eremia. The establishment is built in the shape of a Greek cross. The Great Romanian monarchs King 
Ferdinand and Queen Mary were crowned here on 15th October 1922. 
The Union Museum 
The Union Museum of Alba Iulia is one of the finest in Romania. It was originally built for military purposes, the Babilon Building dating 
since the half of the 19th century (1851-1853). It has two floors and over 100 rooms, and it exhibits over 130,000 pieces of priceless 
works included in its patrimony. 
The Fortress of Alba Iulia (Alba Carolina Fortress)
The Alba Carolina fortress was built between 1715 and 1738 and it is considered to be the most representative of Vauban type in 
Europe. The fortress was designed by the Italian architect Giovanni Morando Visconti, who worked under the supervision of General 
Stefan de Steinville and was later completed under General Weiss. The fortification has seven bastions (Eugene of Savoy, St. Stephen, 
The Trinity, St. Michael, St. Charles, St. Capistrano and St. Elisabeth) that make it into a 7 star-shape, Vauban-style fortress. The fortress 
is the most important baroque architectural ensemble in Romania and Europe.
The Route of the Three Fortresses
The Route of the Three Fortresses offers the visitors the chance to travel 2,000 years back in time, walking around the old walls of the 
three fortifications belonging to three different historical periods, successively built on the same location, each new citadel including 
the previous one: The Roman Camp (106 AD), The Medieval Citadel (16th -17th c.) and the Alba Carolina Citadel, a Vauban-type 
fortification (18th c.).  The route includes visits to: The Minting Factory Gate, South Gate of the Roman Camp (Castrum), the Military 
Camp, the Access Tunnel to the Artillery Platform, the Artillery Platform, The Guard Room - The Arms Room, The Bethlen Bastion and 
the Alba Carolina Citadel.
The tourist potential of the area is mirrored by many other numerous traces of millenary history, art and architecture, and the variety 
and beauty of nature.
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Welcome to “1 Decembrie 
1918” University of Alba Iulia

The name of our institution “1 DECEMBRIE 
1918” UNIVERSITY OF ALBA IULIA is related to 
the historical moment (1 December 1918) when 
the union of the three Romanian provinces was 
accomplished in Alba Iulia. In 2020, following 
the institutional assessment carried out by the 
Executive Bureau of the Romanian Agency for 
Quality Assurance in Higher Education – ARACIS, “1 
Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia was awarded 
a HIGH CONFIDENCE RATING, the highest qualification 
for Romanian universities.

The aim of the university is to constantly develop an 
academic community, able to increase the value of the 
archaeological, social, economic and cultural heritage 
of our region, and committed to creating, preserving 
and disseminating knowledge, enhancing the academic 
community’s excellence, developing students’ skills and 
competences, through promoting a culture of values, 
morality, inquiry, research, and life-long learning.

Our University is also committed to continuing the process 
of extending, modernising and adapting its research and 
education facilities, and to developing a complex – both 
theoretical and practical – academic training system for all 
those who are willing to become highly qualified specialists 
in different fields of activity, adequately prepared for the ever 
more demanding and challenging national and international 
labour market. Therefore, we are permanently improving 
our undergraduate BA and BSc programmes, as well as post-
graduate studies (Master and Ph.D. programmes). The academic 
programmes are completely aligned with the Bologna system.

“1 Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia has collaboration 
agreements with more than 250 research, educational and cultural 
institutions from Australia, Balkan Countries, China,  Colombia, 
Kazahstan, Montenegro, Malaysia, Mexico, Russian Federation, Ukraine, 
Uzbekistan and all the EU countries, etc. Most of the agreements 
are focused on the exchange of students and staff (teaching staff, 
researchers and administrative staff ), exchange of publications, journals 
and teaching materials, co-organisation of conferences and other 
academic events, and participation in research and educational projects.
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